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The Teaching of Body
—On the Integration of Contemporary Art Discussions
into the Teaching of Art and Design

HU Chao
(New Art Museum Studies Center, Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: The art and design education in China has been developed upon the long-standing tradition of plastic art forms.
The pedagogical training that is built around plastic skills to depict human bodies still dominates the public understanding of
art. This paper chooses two new courses in an art academy to illustrate how “body” is taught as a medium of artistic concep-
tualization and expression. This new approach deviates from the teaching of body in the plastic tradition hence provides new
perspectives on how public understanding of contemporary art can be integrated into the art and design education.

Key words: plastic tradition; body; art college; art design; contemporary art; teaching reform
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